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TAGS: MPOL.ECON, KE 

SUBJECT: KENYA DEFENSE BUDGET RISES 

1 . KENYA PARLIAMENT APPROVED APRIL 20 A SUPPLEMENTARY 
APPROPRIATION FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1977, 

WHICH INCLUDED 22.5 MILLION KENYA POUNDS ($54 MILLION) FOR 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE (MOD). SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION FOR 
MOD IS $7 MILLION LARGER THAN BASIC DEFENSE APPROPRIATION 
FOR CURRENT YEAR OF $47 MILLION APPROVED IN SEPTEMBER, 1976, 
AND BRINGS TOTAL SPENDING FOR THE YEAR TO $101 MILLION. 

2. FIRST PUBLIC WORD THAT SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION 
WOULD BE SOUGHT CAME IN DAILY NATION SQUIB MORNING OF 
APRIL 20. PROPOSAL APPEARED UNEXPECTEDLY IN PARLIAMENTARY 
DAILY AGENDA DISTRIBUTED TO MEMBERS LATER THAT MORNING. 
FINANCE MINISTER KIBAKI, WHO PRESENTED BILL, SAID ONLY 
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THAT MONEY WAS REQUIRED TO DEFEND COUNTRY. HE NOTED 
THAT THE MOD BUDGET WAS NOT NORMALLY DISCUSSED PUBLICLY 
AND ADVISED MP'S WITH QUESTIONS TO CONSULT THE 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE. A MOTION TO EXTEND DEBATE FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL DAY WAS RULED OUT OF ORDER BY ACTING-SPEAKER. 

3. COMMENT: LOCAL OBSERVERS WERE INCREDULOUS AT 
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SMALL SIZE OF IRIGINAL MOD BUDGET FOR CURRENT YEAR 
IN VIEW OF ANTICIPATED FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR 
KENYA DEFENSE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM. SUPPLEMENTAL 
REQUEST IS FIRST OVERT REFLECTION OF HIGHER DEFENSE 
SPENDING; CURRENT DEFENSE EFFORT WOULD THUS GROW 
FROM MINISCULE 1.7 PER CENT OF GNP TO MODERATE 3.7 
034 :3,5. 

MARSHALL 
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